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MINUTES OF THE EGM OF GROBY PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON 28th JANUARY 2019 AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES COMMENCING AT 7.00PM 

 
Councillors Present:  Cllr Rigby (Chairman) 

Cllrs Baker, Batty, Beck, Coley, Emmerson, Gunn, Hollick, Jones, 
Lincoln, Lindsay and Richardson 

 
Also Present:  The Clerk  

1 members of the public 
 
The Chairman announced that the meeting was being recorded. 

 
COU/175/18-19     Apologies for Absence  
  

Apologies were received from Cllrs Marvin, Sleath and Smith 
 

COU/176/18-19  Declarations of Interest 
 
Councillors Emmerson and Lincoln declared an interest in any item relating to Groby Allotments 
Cllr Emmerson declared a pecuniary interest in the allotment wall as the contractor is doing some 
work on her own property  
Councillor Coley declared an interest in the Street Fair, as a member of the committee 
Councillor Rigby declared an interest in the Street Fair, as the landlord of the Stamford Arms  
Councillor's Batty, Lincoln, Jones, Emmerson, Lindsay and Baker declared an interest in agenda 
item 4, as rate payers of Groby  
.   

COU/177/18-19 Co-option of Councillor 
 

The letter from the prospective candidate was included in members packs.  Members then had the 
opportunity to ask the candidate a question. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that Gary Richardson be co-opted onto Groby Parish Council. 
 

The proposition was resolved by majority decision.   
 

Mr Richardson signed his acceptance of office and joined the meeting 
 

COU/178/18-19 Donation to Groby Street Fair 
 

Cllr Batty asked for clarity on the following matters:  
is the admission to be doubled?  
is the money to be a donation?  
 
Councillor Coley advised that's it was the Street Fair’s intention to increase the age bracket for 
admission, so that all over 5’s would pay £1 entrance fee this year, which would increase the 
admission revenue. 
 
Councillor Batty proposed that any donations from any organisations; the cost and income accounts 
should be published on the website/spotlight etc for openness and transparency.  The proposal 
was seconded.  
 
Councillor Coley ask for an amendment to the proposal as follows: if the Parish Council is legally 
allowed to do so.  This amendment was declined. 
 
Discussion took place regarding the wording of the proposal. 
 
A named vote was requested, which was recorded as follows  
  
For: Councillors Batty and Lindsay  
Against Councillors Lincoln, Hollick and Gunn 
 
Abstentions: Councillors Coley, Emmerson, Jones, Beck, Baker, Richardson and Rigby 
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The motion was not carried  
 
Councillor Batty requested that the following statement was recorded verbatim in the minutes: 
 
I feel very disappointed that only 2 members of Groby Parish Council voted for a commitment to 
openness and transparency in respect of donations.  
 
Councillor Gunn replied that some Members were not happy with the wording of the proposal and 
that he had voted against it, not because of the openness and transparency element, but other 
elements that were included in it.  
 
Councillor Jones proposed that a £2,000 donation is given to Groby Street Fair.  The proposal was 
seconded. 
 
A named vote was requested, which was recorded as follows: 
 
For: Councillor's Beck, Jones, Emmerson, Gunn, Lincoln, Richardson, Lindsay and Hollick 
There were no votes against 
 
Abstentions: Councillors Batty, Coley, Baker and Rigby 
 
The motion was carried 
 
Councillor Coley proposed that if a donation is made by the Council, then the body should submit 
their accounts to the Parish Council and that they should be published in the minutes.  The proposal 
was seconded  
 
Councillor Baker asked for an amendment to the proposal as follows: The accounts submitted to 
the Council should be authorised by the organisation as a true statement of accounts 
 
The amendment was agreed 
 
Cllr Gunn asked for a further amendment to the proposal as follows: the monetary value of a 
donation should be £1000 or above.   
 
The proposal was seconded, and it was unanimously resolved to the accept the amended proposal  
 

COU/179/18-19    Grounds Maintenance Contract 
 

A draft Grounds Maintenance Contract/Tender Document was included in members’ packs. 
Councillor Emmerson confirmed that the amendments agreed at the parks in cemetery committee 
were included in the draft document. 
 
Also included in members’ pack’ was the new service level agreement from Leicestershire County 
Council for the 2019 grounds maintenance.  
 
As the County Council required the service level agreement to be signed by 1st February, Members 
felt that as the Council’s grass maintenance contract is not yet in place for the 2019 season, the 
Parish Council is not in the position to sign the agreement at this point; therefore, it was agreed 
that the Clerk should request an extension to the deadline  
 
Concerns were raised regarding whether the draft Grounds Maintenance Contract could be used 
to extend the contract for a further year.  The legalities of whether the council is able to extend the 
current contractors’ contract for a further year was discussed at length.  
 
The Chairman confirmed that at this point the Council was only discussing whether to agree the 
draft Grounds Maintenance Contract/ Tender Document  
 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously resolved to accept the Grounds Maintenance 
Contract/ Tender Document included in Members’ packs 
 

COU/180/18-19 Parks & Cemetery Committee  
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The recommendations from the meeting held on the 10th January were discussed as follows   
 
P&C/79/18-19  Clerk’s Report 

 It was recommended that the Clerk arrange to have the pitch at Quarry Park 
verti-drained annually at an approx. cost of £350 
.  

 
P&C/81/18-19  Allotment Wall 

 It was recommended that the quote for the remedial works to the allotment wall 
should be accepted and that and be included as part of a PCIF grant. 
 

 
P&C/82/18-19  Village Maintenance 

Groby 
Allotment 

it was agreed to recommend that the Clerk should obtain a quote for fencing and 
write to the resident stating that nothing will be done until the downpipe is 
removed. 
 

Groby 
Allotment  

It was agreed to recommend that the Chairman and Clerk should arrange to 
meet with the resident regarding boundary issues 
. 

 
The Clerk raised that health and safety concerns regarding an area adjacent to Butlers Field had 
been raised and that a site meeting had been arranged for the following day.  It was agreed that 
the Clerk should take remedial action shut off the area if necessary.  
 
P&C/83/18-19  Cemetery 

Floorboards in the 
workshop ceiling 
space 

The Clerk reported that further health and safety advice on the above 
matter had been obtained from the health and safety advisor.  It was 
agreed that this item should be referred to the committee  
 

 
P&C/85/18-19  Equipment 

Storage 
Cupboard 

Purchasing a hazardous materials storage cupboard was discussed and it was 
agreed to recommend that this should be purchased It was agreed that a 
storage cupboard should include a bund.   
 

 

Councillor Batty gave an update on the footpath from Sacheverell Way to Glenfield and advised 
that it would not be open until March  
 
It was unanimously resolved to accept all the above recommendations  
 

COU/181/18-19   Staff Matters 
 

The Chairman proposed and it was RESOLVED, unanimously, to exclude the public and press 
from the meeting under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 for the reason that 
the nature of the business being discussed was of a confidential and sensitive nature, and that 
matters appertaining to employment were of a confidential nature 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

The meeting closed at 8.41pm. 
 

 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………..                Date ……………………........... 
                         Chairman   


